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Developing a Dynamic Community

	Minutes of Monthly Meeting

Thursday 1st October 2009
At St. Cuthbert’s Methodist Church


Chair Person:              Sarah Grey
Present:                        Tony Semley, Stew Oliver, Ina Murton, Annie Pallister, Tracey Bramley,
Lynsey Cowen, Clare Sutherland, Anne Page, Jane Percy, P.C. Steve    Stringer, Gareth Cook, Betty Cook, Rvd. Judith Morgan, J. O’Neill,  Viv Watson, Paula Hunt, Clive Greenwood
Apologies
                 Cllr. Ross Wares, Cllr. Ellizabeth Gibson, Julie Underwood, Gillian 

      Thirlwell, Rvd. Nigel Warner, Peter Winter, Adrienne Rowley, Doreen
      Buckingham, Elizabeth Lardner, Vivienne Douglas, Norma Merritt, 

      Maureen Bell, Karyn Jackson, Jenna Robson, Martin O’Neill
Minute Taker:                   Audrey Thompson
	Item
	Minute
	Action Point

	1
	Welcome and Introductions:
Sarah Grey welcomed those present

	

	2
	Apologies:
Apologies were read out as listed above
	

	3


	Minutes of the last Meeting – 3rd September 2009
Agreed as true record

	

	4

	Matters Arising not tabled on the agenda:
None
	

	5
	Update from the Sunderland East Area Management Committee:
· Sarah Grey Informed that the Forum will be holding its AGM and Christmas Celebration Event on Thursday 3rd December 2009, 12.30pm at Grangetown Community Association. 
The celebration will include festive food, music and much good cheer! 

· Sarah asked if anyone had photographs of the East Area could they email them to Audrey to be included on a montage which will be utilised as part of the funding strategy.
·  Audrey to email contacts and ask for photographs                 ACTION
· Sarah also informed that Sunderland Community and Cultural Services will be approached regarding a future presentation to the Forum    ACTION
	AT

AT

	6
	Presentation by Lynsey Cowen and Tracey Bramley-People into Employment (PIE)  Helping People with Disabilities, Carers and Ex Carers into Employment
Tracey explained that:
PIE evolved from a multi-agency partnership group including Jobcentre Plus, Social Services & the Royal Hospital Sunderland. PIE was established 9 years ago in response to an identified gap in provision for employment services for people who were carers, ex-carers & people with disabilities. 
     PIE Project is situated within the ETEC Organisation.
· PIE Work Placements and work trials

· Help with application forms
· Interview preparation
· Training can be arranged
· Guaranteed interviews with some employers if the person meets all the essential criteria
· Links with other agencies 
A question on the age of people PIE work with was raised; Lynsey explained that PIE work with people 18 years old and over.

To view the full presentation please visit  http://www.sunderlandeastareaforum.org.uk/
A question on the age of people PIE work with was raised; Lynsey explained that PIE work with people 18 years old and over.

PIE can help with:
· Guaranteed interviews for carers and people with disabilities 

· Work placements and trials 

· Completing application forms 

· Benefit advice 

· Organising training 

· Links to other agencies and providers 

· People with disabilities 

· Carers and ex-carers 

· People, who have disabilities, are carers or ex-carers, and who are not known to the statutory services 

PIE can help with:

· Guaranteed interviews for carers and people with disabilities 

· Work placements and trials 

· Completing application forms 

· Benefit advice 

· Organising training 

· Links to other agencies and providers 


	

	7.
	Information Sharing
· Clive Greenwood informed that the Local Development Framework (LDF) is a series of documents prepared by Sunderland City Council which set out the planning framework for the City for the next 15 years.
Sunderland City Council is holding a public consultation on possible ways that the City could grow over the next 15 years. A Mobile Customer Service Centre will be visiting areas in the East of Sunderland during October 2009, which will allow residents to have their say.
To find out when the Mobile Customer Service Centre is in the East Area visit the SEAF online calendar at http://www.sunderlandeastareaforum.org.uk/cal.html
To view the full consultation online go to www.sunderland.gov.uk?corestrategy
A discussion ensued into how the building of new houses will impact upon leisure space, as the lack of green space, play areas; cycleways is an issue in the East Area of Sunderland.

Clive Greenwood informed that the green space strategy for the City is being looked at now. Gaps identified will influence the next funding for these areas and other infrastructure aspects.
· Sarah Grey asked if a representative from the Planning Department at Sunderland City Council would be available to present on the “Green Space” issue at a future Forum.

Audrey to contact regarding this                                         ACTION

· Gareth Cook reported on the Digital Challenge equipment loan scheme which enables any VCS group to borrow good quality I.T. equipment for up to 3 months.
Any group interested in this scheme can contact the Digital Challenge Helpdesk on 0191 5614888 or email helpdesk@sunderland.gov.uk
Gareth Cook gave a synopsis of his association with the International Strategy Group which is very loosely linked to the Sunderland Partnership. Gareth was placed on the Group by the Voluntary Sector Partnership. Gareth pointed out that the group is not a thematic partnership and therefore he is not a Partnership Delegate on it.

Gareth asked if any groups are involved in international ventures of any kind, and they have anything which ought to be raised, it would be useful if they passed details to Gareth for him to forward for the agenda.  

The International Group is interested in:

- Assisting new arrivals in the City to settle in, whether from overseas or elsewhere in the country. They also try to make sure services can be accessed.

- Helping foreign students to have a good experience in the City-Developing knowledge and contacts with other countries.

- Combating racism

- Improving trade relations with other countries, both on an import and export basis.

- Developing Educational links with other countries, for instance the schools internet links with USA and China also University links and exchanges with various countries.

- Making sure that the City is a good place to settle in, so that workers’, who do arrive here, choose to live here, rather than outside the City boundary.  We are looking at improving the City's image as well as its rateable value here.

- Developing Tourist links with other countries and thus raising the City's profile.

- Making sure the City's Festivals (like the Mela, the Kite Festival and the Air Show) get good overseas coverage and general publicity.
Particular ventures supported include

-Sunderland as a Software City: i.e.  A base for software oriented industries.

-Commercial and Educational links with Harbin and Nanjing in China and with Washington USA.

Clearly all this means making links with the Commercial Sector and with a range of other agencies, of which the voluntary sector is but one.
Contact Gareth at gareth@michaelcook.freeserve.co.uk
· P.C. Steve Stringer gave Crime Level Statistics for the East Area of Sunderland over the previous two months. PC Stringer informed that overall crime rates in the area(compared with the rest of Northumbria) were average, However burglary was above average

Full Details of crime statistics for all areas can be viewed by visiting:

http://www.northumbria.police.uk/Images/Sunderland%20August%202009_tcm4-17973.pdf
· Sarah Grey requested that the Police to present at a Forum in early 2010   

Audrey to organise                                                                     ACTION            AT

Lynsey Cowen gave details of  courses  available at   ETEC:

· Introduction to Community Development Work – This eight week course starts on Wednesday 14th October from 10am until 12 noon For more information ring 0191 5146150 or email: lousideharlanderson@etec.org.uk
· Introduction to Playwork – this eight week course starts on Tuesday 13th October from 10am until 12 noon. For more information ring 0191 5146150 or 
      email: georgia.reed@etec.co.uk
· An Introduction to Gadgets and Technology – Wednesday 14th October 2009 from 9.30am until 12.15pm for four weeks 
For more information call Alan Young on 0191 5146150

· Home Improvement to DIY for - starts Tuesday 27th October 2009 from 1pm until 3pm for eight weeks For more details call Jim Nesbitt on 0191 5656414

· Your Guide to Using a Hammer – starts 6th November, 9.30am until 12.15pm for four weeks. For further information contact Jim Nesbitt on 0191 5656414

Stew Oliver Watch Manager, Prevention & Education, Tyne & Wear Fire & Rescue Service:

· Advised that the fire service will fit fire alarms free of charge. 

· Advised on a campaign running from 12th – 16th October 2009, this will test the safety of electric blankets and give new ones where appropriate.
· The Fire Service are currently working with Northumbria Police in the Hendon area on ‘Operation Heart’ an initiative on anti social behaviour and fire starting in the area

Other issues addressed by Stew included the  illegality to have a bonfire on public land

Please inform the Fire Service of any build up of rubbish to Fire Service

The nuisance of Wheelie Bin Fires – please put your bin out on day of collection to avoid this.

· Paula Hunt – Ryhope Community Association are running a number of courses at the moment. Courses are free, anyone wanting further information should contact Paula Hunt on 0191 5239371or visit the SEAF website at www.sunderlandeastareaforum.org.uk
·     Ann Page reported that the Bishopwearmouth Choral Society are looking to         recruit singers and  that anyone (over 18years old) who is interested in joining contact Ann on 0191 5483376

Audrey Thompson reported on the following funding opportunities: 
· Awards for All– are calling for more and higher quality applications from North East organisations. Applications are down and the fund is particularly short in applications from certain areas in the North East, Sunderland being one of these areas. Awards for all make grants to Voluntary Groups, Schools, Parish/Town Councils and Health bodies. Grants are available from £300 to £10,000
· The Women’s Fund– Support Women to achieve their full potential. Access to information and assistance on social, health and economic issues. Training and support services for women. Grants are available for up to £5,000 and awarded twice yearly – the next closing date is 30th October this year

· Coalfields Regeneration Trust – Small grants for your community. Open to community and voluntary groups based in a coalfield community Funding to develop your activities or get a project off the ground, Grants are available from £500 to £5000

· Sunderland CVS Funding Advice Drop in Session– Tuesday 27th October 2009 1pm until 4pm at Ryhope Community Association. Advice provided ranges from: Advice on possible funders and how to apply. Assistance in developing a fundraising strategy. Support with funding application forms, Advice in setting up a new group, Advice on constitutions

· Sunderland CVS is running a funding workshop on the Safe, Sensible Social Small Grants Scheme on 12th November 2009 10.30am till 12 noon at Riverview House. This will be by appointment only please ring Mary Pattinson to book. The workshop is open to Voluntary and community groups and CICs who have an idea or project which will help alleviate alcohol related issues in their local community and could possibly receive a grant from £250 to £5000
Anyone wanting further funding advice please contact Mary Pattinson at Sunderland CVS on 0191 5651566. 
	AT

	8.


	Any Other Business:
Sarah Grey advised that a Sunderland East Area Forum membership form is being produced at the moment. Sarah requested all groups to please fill in the form before the AGM on December 3rd. This  will  be a great help with future funding for the Forum
Audrey will email out to all groups                                                   ACTION

	AT

	9.
	Date, time & location of next meeting:
Thursday 5th November, 1pm at Hendon Young Peoples Project, Church Street East, Sunderland SR1 2BB
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