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	Minutes of Monthly Meeting

Thursday 4th February 2010
At St. Cecilia’s Church, Ryhope Road



Chair Person:          Sarah Grey
Present:                   Tracey Bramley, Dorothy Bramley, Cllr. E. Gibson, M. Martin, Cllr. Tom Martin, 
                                  David Hands, Pat Burn, Julie Connaughton, Amy Anderson, Katie

  Willcock, Paul Baker, David Bailey, Judith Dunn, J. Wallace, Viv Watts,

  Aimee Burns, P.C. Robert Smith, Anne Page, Garry Dent, Jonathan 

  Adams, Daniel Krzyszczak, Hazel Clark, Jane Percy, Tony Semley,
  Gareth Cook, Victoria Tipling, Barry Cook, B. Cook, Sharon Charlton,                            
                                  Adrienne Rowley, Peter Winter, Davina. M. Martin, Nigel Warner, 
                                  Geoff Moon, Mike Lowthian, Amanda Robinson, Jan Morat, Josh Halliday, 

                                  Cllr. Paul Maddison, David Bridge, Stew Oliver, Betty Cook, Eddy Moore,

                                  Karyn Jackson, Barbara McClennan, Paula Hunt
Apologies                Cllr. Ross Wares, Michelle Wilkinson, Gary Cameron, Fred

  Greener, Kris Heskett, Sally Davey, David McCreedy, Leesa Lee, Cllr. 

  David Errington, Janice Hicks, Peter Wood, Carly King, Ann Donkin              
                                  Lynsey Cowen, Janet Butler, Cllr. Ellen Ball, Belinda Teasdale,
                                  Lisa Wilson, Clare Sutherland, Cllr. M. Smith, Cllr M. Mordey, Allen Dawes.
Minute Taker:            Audrey Thompson
	Item
	Minute
	Action Point

	1.
	Welcome and Introductions:
Sarah Grey welcomed those present and commended the large attendance

	

	2.
	Apologies:
Apologies were read out and  listed above
	

	3.

	Minutes of the last Meeting – 1st October 2009
Eddy Moore commented that he was not on the attendance for the 7th January Meeting

However he had indeed attended the meeting                                ACTION
Sarah Grey apologised for omitting Doxford Ward from the elected Management Committee                                                                                       ACTION             
Agreed as true record

	AT

AT



	4.

	Matters Arising not tabled on the agenda:
None
	

	5.
	Update from the Sunderland East Area Management Committee:
Sarah Grey updated the forum:
There are three vacancies on the Management Committee for representatives from Doxford Ward.

The Management Committee have made an application to Grassroots Grants for funding for room hire and food for future forum meetings

Aspire Grants from Gentoo will allow a change of usage on the grant funding which was initially to be used to purchase promotional materials. This can now be utilised to pay for room hire, however cannot be used for the purchase of food.
There is an underspend on the SIB grant which can be used for future meetings.

Sarah requested that members email Audrey with any positive quotes on the forum which could be used in funding bids. Email audrey@sunderlandeastareaforum.org.uk
Craig Richardson and John Wilkins are trying to secure funding to reinstate the

Colliery Chronicle, Eastwise and Best of the West, plus titles in Washington and the Coalfield Areas.  An email of support can be sent to craig@collierymedia.co.uk
Audrey will send out email with minutes                                          ACTION
Sarah asked those attending if anyone had any issues or ideas on future presentations 
Josh Halliday requested that updates from Police and Fire Service be added as an agenda item for future meetings

	AT



	6.
	Guest Speaker Vivien Watts from Hope 4 Kidz – Presenting on The Support and Wellbeing of Children & Young People with Disabilities
 Viv Watts introduced herself as the Chief Executive of Hope 4 Kidz which is a charity that helps children with special needs. Viv thanked the Sunderland East Area Forum for inviting her to the meeting to present on this emotive subject.
Viv explained that Hope 4 Kidz was established on 1st May 2007as National Registered Charity. Since then they have supported over 7500 children with a spend of over £55,000 and nigh on £20,000 from gifts donated. As well as equipment, the children have had wonderful Christmas Parties to attend and last year the first Hope Fest was organised.

The charity gives support for children in extreme circumstances, illness, disability, education, respite and equipment support. Help is only restricted by funds. 

Hope 4 Kidz does not receive any support from government bodies or other organisations. All funds are collected through events, in-store collections, street collections, donations from the public, gift aid and the public organising their own fundraising. 

You are probably aware of such fund raising as the Great North Run, fun nights and sponsored events.

This year the charity had just under 5000 gifts donated, everything from an apple and a selection box to a transformer toy. 225 children attended Santa’s Christmas Party at Passion in Sunderland. The rest of the gifts were distributed to Refuges, hospitals, special needs units and areas of depravation. In all 2548 children received a gift or goodie bag.

This year we are hoping more people will join us and organise events or take part in sponsored events.

If you know a child who needs help from Hope 4 Kidz you can write, email or call the office. The process is as follows, an application is sent out, this can be filled in by the parent or guardian, friend, social worker, medical officer or carer. It is then assessed and put before the Trustees. Hope 4 Kidz always tries to support the children from our own area first. For further information  E mail vivienwatts@btconnect.com
	

	7.
	Information Sharing: Audrey Thompson gave the following information:

Sunderland CVS, Sunderland Voluntary Youth Sector Forum and Hendon Young Peoples Project are holding a Youth Funding Networking Event at Hendon Young Peoples Project 8th March 2010 from 4pm until 6pm. Funders include: Community Foundation including Grass Roots, Awards for All, Sir James Knott Trust, Community Chest, The Rothley Trust, Youth Music, Comic Relief, SIB, Co-Op Community Fund and Aspire. 
Northern Rock Foundation - New guidelines are available which include increasing their investment in homelessness projects with a new focus on developing initiatives for people who are financially excluded.  The grant programmes:

Managing Money, Having a Home, Enabling Independence and Choice, Changing Lives and Safety and Justice for Victims of Abuse. 
Big Lottery Awards for All make grants to:
Voluntary Groups, Schools, Parish and Town Councils and Health bodies, grants are available from £300 to £10,000. Any project applying for awards for all must meet at least one of the outcomes these being:

People having better chances in life, better access to training and development to improve their life skills.

Stronger communities with more active citizens working together to tackle problems,
improved rural and urban environments which are more accessible and enjoyable

Healthier and more active people and communities
Grass roots Grants which is run by Community Foundation - applications are invited from Voluntary and Community Groups.  Grants are available from between £250 and £5,000. Groups can reapply until they have received £5000 in total. 
For information on the Voluntary Sector Youth Forum and Funders please contact: Mary Pattinson at  SCVS on 0191 5651566 or email mary.pattinson@sunderlandcvs.co.uk
Mike Lowthian informed on the Annual LINk Conference which is being held on
Thursday 25th February 2010 at The Wearside Health & Racquet Club, Doxford Park.
This is a morning conference commencing at 10am with a buffet lunch from 1pm.

The conference will include speakers and a series of workshops to discuss issues

of Health and Social Care. LINk would like to see individuals and groups from

across Sunderland attending this important event.

Come along and contribute to the day’s event and future LINk work around service

improvements. You will also hear about what LINk has been doing on your behalf in

the past year. Places for a number of stalls are available to groups wishing to promote their service and provide networking opportunities – book early to avoid disappointment.

Please email enquiries@sunderlandlink.org.uk  or telephone 0191 5659045
Viv Watts informed on the BBC Children in Need small grants fund up to £10,000 for further details please visit www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey
Adrienne Rowley - Age Concern Good Neighbourhood Coordinator asked that we all look out for our neighbours especially the old and frail. If you have concerns about anyone but are unable to help please contact Age Concern on 0191 5141131

Judith Dunn informed that Dick Ellison, ETEC Chief Executive, will be leaving in July/August 2010 after 19 years with the organisation.  ETEC is currently recruiting for a new CEO.
 ETEC is looking for voluntary/community/charity sector organisations in Sunderland, who can offer a placement to a part-time member of staff. As part of the Government's Future Jobs Fund (FJF), ETEC is working to create opportunities for long-term unemployed people particularly in the 18-25 age brackets. FJF allows ETEC to recruit and train unemployed people for up to 25 hours per week. If anyone would like to offer a placement, in which these people can gain experience, please get in touch with Judith who will pass their details on. Taking a FJF person on placement is effectively a chance to have an additional part-time member of staff for little or no extra cost.

Sharon Charlton gave details on the Volunteer Centre Training Programme for 2010 which includes Volunteer Recruitment & Retention, Volunteers & the Law, Making the Most of your Volunteer Centre and Volunteer Policies and Procedures.
The centre will also be holding Volunteer Awareness Events which will be similar to jobs fairs.

The Volunteer Centre will be creating a newsletter for volunteers; any group needing volunteers can place an article in the newsletter. For further details contact Sharon on 0191 5678902 or email sunderlandvc@aol.com
Barbara McClennan - Chief Executive of Business Connections, in her role as Sunderland Community Network delegate to the Learning Partnership gave information on the Independent Safeguarding Authority; asking attendees if they were familiar and comfortable with this.
Barbara went on to explain that training and information days will be available for the voluntary sector; stating that this should have a phenomenal impact on people and employers. For further information please visit http://www.isa-gov.org.uk/
David Bailey gave an update on ‘Enhance’ stop smoking service.
There are nine walk in services which will soon be expanded and made available in Community Centres.

Workers and volunteers are being unskilled including two members from Pallion Action Group who signed up 18 people in one week! The service is working around peoples needs and focusing on the hard to reach and people who can only attend at weekends.
David also pointed out that he is available to give presentations and that free training is available for anyone interested.
For further information contact David at david.bailey@sotw.nhs.uk
Julie Connaughton reported that the Local Engagement Board for Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust will take place on Thursday 11th February 2010, from 10.30 am until 12.30pm in the Jack Crawford Room, Sunderland Winter Gardens and Museum. Included will be a presentation from Sunderland Public Involvement Group,
The Primary and Community Care Strategy from the NHS South of Tyne and Wear and progress and updates from Sunderland Local Involvement Network –LINKs

For further information please contact Lesley Orwin on 0191 283 1405 or by emailing Lesley.Orwin @sotw.nhs.uk

David Bridge informed that Sunderland Civic Society  AGM followed by Celebrating 60 years of Age Concern with an illustrated talk by Doug Knox, will take place on Thursday 11th March 7.15 at the Age Concern Building, Stockton Road, Sunderland.

David also reported on the Sunderland Civic Society Programme 2010 details of which can be viewed at www.sunderlandeastareaforum.org.uk
Sarah Grey updated the meeting on the Islamaphobia Conference being held at the Bangladeshi Centre on 29th and 30th March 2010. For more information ring 

Nejun Rahman on 0191 5689310. Places are limited.
Sarah also reported on the Open Cast Theatre Group who will be performing “Rattle & Roll” at the Sunderland Bangladeshi Centre from 5.30pm on 24th February. 
The Jambo Africa Event will be taking place on 17th March from 5pm until 9pm at the Bangladeshi Centre. For further details ring 0191 5689310.

 
	

	8.
	Any Other Business:
None

	

	9
	Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting: 
Thursday 4th March 2010, 1pm at Hendon Young Peoples Project, Church Street East,
Hendon SR12BB
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