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	Minutes of Monthly Meeting

Thursday 4th November @ Ryhope Cricket Club 

1PM – 2PM



Chair Person:  Ross Wares 
Present: Vivienne Douglas (Doxford Park Forum), Norma Merrit (Doxford Park Forum), Paula Hunt (Ryhope CA). Paul Baxter (Thornholme RA), Gareth Cook (Community), Eddy Moore (LSAG), Lyndsey Cowen(PIE), Tracey Bramley (PIE), Kylie Brown, Carley King (Age UK Sunderland), Nigel 
Warner (St Nicholas), Hazel Clark (HYPP), Pat Burn (Ryhope News), Betty Cook (St Johns Methodist. Steve Dodds (Nexus), Allen Dawes
Apologies: Cllr Betty Gibson, Cllr Ellen Ball, Adrian Rowles, Audrey Bowmaker, Cllr Barbara McClennan , Cllr Ian Kay, Joe Lemon, Ronnie Crosby, Margaret Parkin
Minute Taker:   Victoria Tipling
	Item
	Minute
	Action Point

	1
	Welcome: Ross Wares welcomed and thanked everyone present at the meeting.

	

	2
	Apologies: Apologies were read out as listed above
	

	3


	Minutes of the last Meeting 4th November 2010: The minutes from the last meeting were approved with an amendment to the Age of Age UK  Holiday funding to be amended from 60yrs to 65yrs
Item 6  the wording Career to be changed to Carer


	

	4.
5.

	Matters Arising not tabled on the agenda: 
Item 4 Website still not updated. Minutes not updated on Website.
In future could a post code be added to venue address?
Update from the Management Committee 

Funding

· PH informed group that the Forum had been awarded £1250 from Community Chest. The funding will enable the promotion of the Forum, cost of venue, postage and stationary. 

· There have been several issues with uploading of emails & minutes to Website. VT is currently working with Chris Forman to overcome the problems. The management committee is aware that currently information that is being sent is not being uploaded to the website. All information is to be forwarded to Stuart at fushiacare@aol.com.
· Training for Management Committee has been arranged for 20th January 2011.

· PH emphasized the importance of the attendees suggesting future speakers and giving feedback on the meeting to enable the management committee to effectively plan father meeting to ensure the relevance of the agendas.

· Chair wished to make a public record of thanks to the Cllrs in the 5 wards for their financial support and for the support of the forum.   
	

	6.
	Presentation:
Nexus – Steve Dodds.

Steve opened by giving a brief overview of Nexus stating that it was originally part of the LA but is now in private ownership. Currently the Bus companies are privately owned and have no social obligations to provide subsidised fares or run buses on un-profitable routes. The Government fund nexus to ensure fairness such as subsidised fares and support non profitable routes to ensure that vulnerable people have access to local services such as Doctors, Library’s etc. Nexus only has limited funding for routes and concession fares and tries to carry out consultations to ensure that vital services are protected. Steve stated that he would like to be a regular attended of the forum and asked for any questions.

Q1 Who decides the bus routes, is it bus companies allowed to do what they want?

The bus companies apply to the Traffic Commissioner who has ultimate control.

Q2. There seems to be a lot of empty buses on certain routes. Is it necessary to have buses running as frequently on off peak times?

Subsides are given to non profitable routes for “socially necessary journeys”

Q3 How are subsides monitored? 

Revenue figures are provided by the bus companies.

Q4 Who is responsible for Bus safety? Safety Inspectors and the bus companies are responsible for safety.

Q5 When can you apply for the Taxi Scheme?

October and April are the when new applicants can apply. 
Gentoo.

Chair informed group that the Gentoo representative had not turned up to give presentation. Management Committee will contact Gentoo to arrange future presentation,
	

	7.
	Information Sharing.

PIE 

24th Nov 10-12noon -  Xmas Crafts Drop in session

17th Nov 9.30am-3pm – Level 2 Food Hygiene course

1st  Dec 10-12noon – Jewellery Making

9th Dec 10-12noon – Card Making.

Age Uk

12th Nov – funeral Planning Event

19th Nov 9.30-12.30pm – Spread the Warmth Event

Ryhope Community Association 

18th Nov 11.15am – Ryhope Community Forum

6th Dec 1-4pm – Tea Dance

26th Nov – East Area VCS Network Volunteer Celebration Event. 

 
	

	7.


8

	A.O.B.

Allen Dawes stated that the Home Office were encouraging the start of Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 

Date, Time and Location of next meeting:

December  2nd 2010 Ryhope Community Association
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